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Passionate consumption: on jade collection in Taiwan
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Abstract

The main concern of this paper is to investigate a special kind of relationship between men and
object in the consumer society, namely collection. Collection can be regarded as a passionate
consumption in which one is highly obsessed by object. Collection means possession. In
contemporary Taiwan, most people are satisfied with basic needs. Consuming commodities
tends to be related with expressing one’s taste and life style. Some people started to consume
luxury goods, such as paintings and antiques to show distinction. There are so many people
involve in collecting practice and there is an established market of collection. Therefore, it is
important to study collection in order to understand Taiwanese consumer culture. This paper
chooses jade consumption and collection as a research topic and inquires the following questions:
1) How and why jade has become a popular consumption? 2) Since jade is so popular and people
love to buy it, there are so many fake jades in the market. Therefore buying jade is a highly risky
consumption practice. In order to differentiate genuine jade from the fake one, consumer has
to learn knowledge about jade. How one can become a respectable collector in the world of
jade consumption and collection? 3) To study the hierarchical system and interaction among
consumer, seller, collector, and connoisseut.



