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Abstract

This paper examines and analyses a phenomenon, the combination of a local craft and a museum
and its association with colonialism, decolonisation, and post colonialism, in contemporary
Taiwan. The research is conducted by the method of social anthropology, and the field site is
situated in Yuan-Li Township, Miao-Li County. Ethnographically, I explore the museum and the
objects collected by the museum, that is, a ‘museum of local culture’ named ‘Triangle Rush
Exhibition Hall’ (hereafter TREH) and a locally made craft, grass-weaving, whose history of
production is over a century. In the relationship between the museum and its objects, I find, the
museum collection plays a central role and connects the two. By looking into the life histories of
the collected objects, it is found that they contain colonial encounters while also connecting to
the decolonisation in contemporary Taiwan.

Theoretically, I put together and discuss Jeanne Cannizzo’s work on the history of European
colonisation in Africa, Susan Pearce’s analysis on museums, objects, and collections in the
Western tradition, and Nicholas Thomas’s work on the European colonialism in Oceania. The
dialogue between theories and the ethnography leads to the understanding of following issues:
the exploration of the relationship of the museum, objects and collections, and the complexities
of cross-cultural encounters; the nature of the collection and the nature of colonial encounters;
and interactions and perceptions of each other in the cross-cultural encounters. This paper aims
to illustrate what museum collections really mean and what they represent, through which I
believe a better understanding of the association of museums, objects, cross-cultural encounters,
colonisation decolonisation, and post-colonialism can be achieved.
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