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China's Good Samaritan law goes into effect on 1 October

Having undergone three amendments since December 2016, the Good Samaritan law —
publicly known as “Good Person law” (4 A)Z%) — was finally introduced and went into effect
on 1 October. Under the new legislation of the General Provisions of the Civil Law of the
People's Republic of China, people who voluntarily offer emergency assistance to others in
need (i.e. physical injury, danger to life) will not bear any civil liability (“[K E E S B 208/
BT ERZEN A ERY - BB AR R ETUE © 7). To avoid situations where
“heroes shed blood (for helping people out) and tears (for being blackmailed)” (S [ X
Jit’H), the Article 184 responds to fraudulent scams causing bystanders’ reluctance to help
for fear of being accused of causing the injuries. This rise in public distrust is reflected in, for
example, the tragedy of a two-year-old girl — known as the Little Yue Yue incident (/N i E=
4-) — who was run over by two cars in Foshan, ignored by passers-by, and died of delayed
medical treatment in 2011. Although the nationwide legislation was generally well-received
and welcomed by Chinese citizens, critics are skeptical of the law’s effectiveness in solving
the problem given its lack of instruction on prosecuting scammers. For example, Donald
Clarke, a professor specializes in Chinese law, suggests that the actual problems lie in the
police and judges for being credulous and not demanding evidence, as well as “a general
tendency of Chinese tort law to look to anyone connected to a loss to share that loss,
regardless of that person’s level of fault”.
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//However, this new nationwide Good Samaritan law has drawn criticism for going too far
the other way, providing legal protection to anyone who tries to help, even if they have

no idea what they are doing. Back in March, Donald C. Clarke, a law professor specializing in
Chinese law at The George Washington University Law School, wrote that this extremely
broad protection was very much the NPC's intention: Article 184 provides, somewhat
startlingly, that those who attempt to aid others in emergency situations shall never be

liable under any circumstances. If I see you coughing, assume you are choking, and attempt
a tracheotomy with a butter knife despite a complete lack of medical training, your next of
kin cannot sue me. // Source: Shanghaiist, 13 October 2017,
http://shanghaiist.com/2017/10/13/good-samaritan-law.php

//Wt’s a weird kind of Good Samaritan law, though, because it doesn’t solve the problem
people in China were worried about and instead solves a problem nobody seems to have.
The problem people in China have been worried about (at least if popular culture is any
guide) is that of people who help an injured person and are falsely accused by the victim of
causing the injury. This, we are told, is why we see so many scandalous stories of injured
people lying on the road for hours while everyone just walks around them and nobody stops
to help. How would this problem be solved? By having police and judges be less credulous
and demanding more by way of evidence. The problem seems to lie in a general tendency
of Chinese tort law to look to anyone connected to a loss to share that loss, regardless of
that person’s level of fault. [...] Article 184 does nothing to solve this problem. Instead, it
solves a problem that | have never seen complaints about: well-intentioned people being
made liable for injuries they cause in the course of attempting to help an injured person.
This is a totally different matter from the first situation described above. Here, there’s no



factual issue: the helper did cause the injuries, and caused them after stopping to help. The
policy question is, should the law grant them some kind of exemption from liability in
order to encourage people to help, even though they might make a mistake and make
things worse? // Source: The China Collection (Blog), 10 October 2017,
http://thechinacollection.org/chinas-new-civil-code-good-samaritan-law/

Source http: //vuanchuang caumg com. cn/2017/0820/4318924 shtml

Success of The Rap of China puts hip hop music to national spotlight

Reaching 100 million views in four hours since it first aired, The Rap of China (A=),
a 12-episode reality show produced by produced by iQiyi (the largest online video platform
in China) and claimed to be the most expensive reality show ever made (200 million yuan),
is considered a huge success in the history of Chinese television. Showcasing young
contestants engaging in rap battles in front of celebrity judge, the show is credited for
mainstreaming hip hop in China where the music genre had “never really managed to take
centre stage”. While the show was accused of “having an unfair selection process that
favoured some contestants” and being “strikingly similar to the South Korean hip hop reality
TV show Show Me the Money”, it is generally believed that it was the show’s focus on
“drama” rather than music that accounted for its popularity. Other than understanding The
Rap of China as an industry phenomenon, considering the vastly diverse cultural and ethnic
backgrounds of the contestants, producers, celebrity judges producing “Chinese hip hop”,
such as MC Jin (American rapper of Hong Kong descent), Chang Chen-yue (Taiwanese
aborigine rock musician), Hanjin Tan (Singaporean singer-songwriter), and Al Rocco (Hong
Kong-born rapper based in Shanghai), critics have moreover called our attention to the
show’s cultural politics in relation to its configurations of Chineseness.
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AR T fig (L ¥ 45 2% HIP HOP #Y AT 2K ¥ E SR | // Source: Hypebeast, 25
September 2017, https://hypebeast.com/zh/2017/9/hypebeast-mc-jin-interview-about-the-

rap-of-china

// Yet in a society that doesn't encourage self expression, the rebel spirit of hip hop never
really managed to take centre stage but stayed in its own ecosystem. For most rappers it

has remained a hobby - some would even pay out of their own pockets to record albums. [...]
Although the show provided money for hip hop music to grow, "it's not real hip hop that

is in the show," Al Rocco complains. He thinks the programme focuses on drama rather
than the music itself so people who didn't know about hip hop would tune in to see it. //
Source: BBC News, 13 September 2017, http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-china-blog-
41236746
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Chinese authorities ban Uyghur and Kazakh-medium textbooks in Xinjiang
schools




On 10 October, the Education Department of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region has
imposed a ban on using Uyghur and Kazakh-medium teaching materials in schools.
According to Ming Pao, the ban specifically targeted textbooks used in language, history,
and morality and law classes since they contain anti-China ideas such as Pan-Turkism and
de-Sinicization (EH1[E]{E). Although the textbooks had been in use in Xinjiang schools in
the last seven years, the contents were only recently discovered by Chinese authorities after
Chen Quanguo commenced his duty as the head of the Education Department in August. It
is believed that it was Sattar Sawut, the former head of the Education Department, who
took advantage of Chinese officials’ lack of Uyghur and Kazakh proficiency and added such
contents when editing and compiling the textbooks in 2000 and 2009. Commentators have
suggested that this sudden ban has undermined the bilingual education policy in Xinjiang
that was implemented since 2004.
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Online LGBT forum forced to shut down due to “irresistible factor”

Being one of the most frequented online platforms where Chinese LGBT people interacted
and discussed homosexuality-related issues, Yilu tongxing (—£&[5]{T), a discussion board of
the popular forum Tianya (XJE), was shut down on 30 September due to “irresistible factor”
(“~E]F[RZ) as stated in an official order. Since its establishment in 1999, the discussion
board has accumulated over 730,000 essays and 21,000,000 messages. It is believed that

the shutdown was due to the Administrative Provisions on Internet Forum and Community
Services (G BEMCIA X AR S EHE AL 7€) which went into effect on 1 October, as well as

the increasing internet censorship before the Communist party congress. Under the new
Provisions, internet users are required to provide their real names and verify their phone
numbers before they are allowed to participate in online discussion.
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Report observes a growing number of Hong Kong women and other emerging
trends in cross-border marriages

A report recently published by the Hong Kong Ideas Centre observes that there are over
480,000 cross-border marriages in the last 20 years, constituting more than 40% of the total
marriages in Hong Kong. The report has moreover identified four emerging trends in cross-
border marriages, namely 1) the growing number of Hong Kong women marrying mainland
Chinese men, 2) the apparent improvement of educational attainment, 3) the shrinking age
gaps between spouses, and 4) the growing number of mainland spouses working in Hong
Kong. Compared to 1997 where marriages between Hong Kong women and mainland
Chinese men constituted less than 10% of the city’s total marriages, the number is increased
to more than one third in 2016. In addition to the changing gender-geo-ethnic patterns in
cross-border marriages, the educational attainment among spouses constitutes another
significant trend. The proportion of mainland spouses who have completed university or
above education rose from 4% in 2001 to 17% in 2016 and 19% in the first half of 2017. The
report suggests that the overall transformation in Hong Kong-mainland marriages reflects
the rapid economic development and rising living standard in mainland China over the past
ten years.
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Rising number of internet crimes reflects increasingly organized operations

During the first nine months of 2017, the Supreme People's Procuratorate (SPP) recorded
334 cases of internet crime (e.g. cyber attacks, cyber gambling, rumour-spreading,
blackmailing...) involving 710 people (respective growth of 82.5% and 80.7% from last year),
and 8,257 cases of telecommunication fraud involving 22,268 people (respective growth of
88.6% and 118.6% from last year). Other than the rising number of internet crimes, the
Procuratorate has moreover observed emerging trends where, compared to the past, the
offenders tend to be younger, more covert, and organized in groups, and the crimes are
much more severe, diverse, and likely to be committed transnationally. The Procuratorate’s
announcement states that it is faced with a number of challenges in tackling the unlawful
uses of the internet such as the difficulty in collecting evidence and the lack of specialists
capable of handling the cases.
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Hong Kong

Chinese history to be taught as an independent compulsory subject in Hong
Kong secondary school from next year

During the Chief Executive's 2017 Policy Address on 11 October, Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-
ngor announced that Chinese history will be taught as an independent subject from next
year. While Chinese history has been compulsorily taught at the junior level of secondary
education in Hong Kong since 2001, there are about 11% of schools who combine it with
world history. Stressing the importance of educating citizens to be “socially responsible”
and “equipped with a sense of national identity” in the Policy Address, commentators have
suggested that such move to standardize the curriculum “has revived fears of a renewed
push for a controversial national education curriculum”. Lam’s announcement has attracted
both support and criticism from different political parties. While pro-Beijing politicians have
generally supported the decision by suggesting that it provides students with a more
comprehensively understanding of Chinese history, Ted Hui Chi-fung, legislative councilor
representing the Democratic Party, said that there are “political undertones in the move”.
Moreover, Kwok Ka-ki, legislative councilor representing the Civic Party, has recommended
the curriculum to include events such as the June Fourth Incident, Liu Xiaobo, and the
Wukan protests.
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//While the move might appear simply an extension of the status quo to cover this
remaining batch of schools, observers said it was symbolically important as it showed the
government’s insistence on standardising teaching of the subject for every Hong Kong pupil.
The lack of attention to Chinese history and how it is taught had been singled out by Hong
Kong’s pro-establishment politicians since a year ago, with some blaming the shallow
understanding of the mainland’s past among many young people for the emergence of
separatist sentiment in the city. [...] But with the government’s Education Bureau still
conducting a second stage consultation on a revised junior secondary Chinese history
curriculum, critics questioned why the government appeared in a hurry to implement the
policy. “First there was the Basic Law education requirement [for all schools to provide 39
hours of such lessons at the junior secondary level], and then brainwashing content in
subjects such as general studies and liberal studies,” Ted Hui Chi-fung, an education
spokesman for the Democratic Party, the city’s largest opposition party, said. “You can
sense political undertones in the move.”// Source: South China Morning Post, 11 October
2017, http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/2114955/roundabout-
route-national-education-chinese-history-rule

Taiwan

Tsai administration establishes a USS3.5 billion fund to facilitate participant
countries in the New Southbound Policy

Promoting the New Southbound Policy in front of over 20 leaders from Asian countries and
the US in the Yushan Forum on 11-12 October, Tsai Ing-wen pledged to set up a US$3.5
billion fund to help the Policy’s participant countries in building their infrastructures and
development projects. Intended to reduce Taiwan’s investment and trade reliance on China,
since its establishment shortly after Tsai assumed office in 2016, the Policy has proven to be
financially beneficial to Taiwan’s economy and interconnectivity with the world. During the
first eight months of this year, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs recorded a 36.04% increase of
tourists coming from countries within the scope of the Policy (including a 113% increase of
tourists from Vietnam). Moreover, having recorded US$56.95 million of Taiwanese banks’
earnings in the Policy’s included countries in the first quarter of this year, the Financial
Supervisory Commission, according to the News Lens, has recent approved Taiwanese banks
(e.g. Taiwan Business Bank, Taiwan Cooperative Bank, and Chang Hwa Commercial Bank) to
establish branches in India, Southeast Asia, and Australia. Despite the success of the Policy’s
initial implementation, financial specialists have advised that Taiwanese firms, different
from investing in the China market, will need to extensively adapt to Southeast Asian
cultures in order to globally compete for market share.

//One of the main reasons Taiwanese banks have focused on the China market is that the
two sides of the Taiwan Strait share a common language and culture. To be sure, the
political and business environment is different in China, but that has not deterred
Taiwanese businesspeople. “Taiwanese banks haven’t had to develop a global mindset to
do business in China,” says Hank Huang, vice president of the Taiwan Academy of Banking
and Finance. “For the most part, they simply serve the same manufacturing customers as in
Taiwan. Relying on these customers is not a strategy for sustainable international
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expansion.” In ASEAN there are opportunities for Taiwanese banks, but they will need to
adapt to local culture — which is different in each Southeast Asian country — and vie with
global competitors for market share, he observes. Taiwanese banks can initially serve the
local market in Southeast Asia by focusing on syndicated loans for state banks with
acceptable investment ratings, says Fitch Ratings’ Huang. In that case, “the level of risk is
manageable,” she says. Meanwhile, lending to less reputable entities in the region is fraught
with risk. “There are transparency problems; fraud and embezzlement are not uncommon,”
she says. “It’s very similar to China.”// Source: The News Lens, 2 October 2017,
https://international.thenewslens.com/article/79951
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