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Source: http://edition.cnn.com/2017/12/08/asia/china-migrant-workers-evictions-
beijing/index.html|

Beijing’s 40-day eviction campaign drove migrant workers out of the city

On 18 November, a fire disaster in a two-story apartment building in Daxing District, Beijing
killed 19 people — many of them were migrant workers and their children. Soon after the
incident, local officials released a list of 25,395 safety hazards, most of them located in
working-class urban villages (3 F £7) at the edge of the city where migrant workers from
rural, poorer parts of China tend to reside. On 20 November, Beijing’s party secretary, Cai
Qi, ordered a 40-day campaign to evict the residents living in cramped low-rise buildings in
those urban villages. While government officials have been inspecting and taxing the
buildings for years before the fire disaster, the recent crackdown declaring them as illegal
came as a shock to the migrants who were given short notices to move out of their homes
within a few days. Critics believed that the crackdown was Beijing government’s move, in
the name of fire safety, in hope of driving the “low-end population” ({i A [) out of the
city as a way to ease population pressures. Since rising population in Beijing was officially
announced as a problem in 2014, population control by limiting the city’s population to 23
million by 2020 hence became an urgent task for local officials. Out of the 21.5 million
people living in Beijing nowadays, only 13.6 million of them have permanent residency
status. Many of the displaced migrants have returned to their home provinces, while others
are searching for new places to live and work in Beijing. The crackdown was met with
resistance by Beijing residents — both permanent and temporary. On 10 December — also
the world’s Human Rights Day, hundreds of protesters took part in a rare protest on the
streets of Feijia village in Chaoyang district. In response to the rushed evacuation, critics
speaking for the migrants — as construction workers, cleaners, couriers, and factory workers

1



— called attention to the importance of their contribution in maintaining the normal
operation of big cities like Beijing. Indeed, the sudden eviction of migrant workers has
already resulted in some major service disruptions such as parcel delivery.
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//The sudden eviction of tens of thousands of migrant workers from their homes in Beijing
is threatening the business model of the country’s booming ecommerce industry, a pillar
of China’s vaunted “new economy”. [...] One courier for SF Express, China’s biggest logistics
service, estimated that 20 of its distribution centres — about a 10th of its Beijing total —
had been closed. He said six colleagues in his team of 50 had to sleep in their delivery
vehicles in temperatures of -5C after their houses were demolished last week. The company
has since provided new dormitories to rehouse staff. [...] Four big listed logistics companies
— Best, ZTO, YTO, and STO — announced that delivery times would be affected until the
end of December. One ZTO courier said his usual daily load of 100 packages had dropped to
20 in the past week, while several stalls on Alibaba’s ecommerce platform Taobao have
stopped shipping to Beijing. // Source: Financial Times, 2 December 2017,
https://www.ft.com/content/8e415492-d643-11e7-8c9a-d9c0a5c8d5c9
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Beijing aims to clear its skyline by removing 27,000 billboards across the city by
the end of 2017

Following the 40-day campaign of mass eviction, Beijing has launched another major
campaign in November aiming to remove 27,000 rooftop billboards by the end of 2017. As
an attempt to beautify the city space and clear the skyline, the new regulation bans “signs
that are more than three storeys high, over 1.5 metres in length, or use highly reflective
materials” (SCMP 4 December 2017) installed on buildings. Other than small private
businesses, a number of well-known company headquarters and even government-owned
properties have also been affected by the campaign including the Bank of Beijing, the
Chinese National Geography building, as well as a police station. Nearly 14,000 signs have
been removed by 9 December. Beijing residents have complained that it became difficult for
them to find their destinations after the signs were removed. Critics have suggested that the
waves of demolitions reflect Beijing’s ambitious attempt to gentrify itself.
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Chinese government’s intensified efforts to phase out coal caused gas-supply
shortages in rural areas in northern China

Due to excessive industrial development in areas surrounding Beijing, the air quality usually
worsens in winter when coal is used as the primary source for heating in rural areas. To curb
air pollution, the Chinese government set out an action plan in 2013 which aimed to reduce
an effective amount of particulate matter (PM) by 2017. Attempting to meet the
environmental targets by the deadline, China’s accelerated yet unsuccessful switch from
coal to natural gas has caused rural residents being left out in the cold due to gas-supply
shortages and the lack of pipeline construction. Since November 2017, the burning of coal
has been banned in 18 cities and districts surrounding Beijing including Langfang and
Baoding. The most affected provinces where coal use was abolished include Hebei, Shanxi,
and Shaanxi. And while the winter temperatures in Hebei could reach as low as minus ten
degrees, many residential homes lack sufficient sources of heating. Accompanying the lack
of gas supply and the inadequate infrastructure, the price of liquefied natural gas (LNG) has
been recorded a 100% increase, escalated to a record high of 9,400 yuan per ton in
September. According to Global Times, as of the year of 2015, “China had only 25
underground gas reserves, accounting for a mere 3 percent of the country's gas
consumption, much lower than 17.4 percent in the US and 17 percent in Russia”. Some
commentators have criticized the failure of energy source transition in keeping pace with



the country’s demands as the result of officials’ blind obedience to authority at the expense
of the people’s wellbeing.
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// In 2013, under a mounting public outcry for government to tackle the smog crisis, China’s
state council, or the cabinet, laid out targets to reduce levels of PM2.5 —the tiny particulate
pollutants that pose the greatest health threats — in Beijing from around 90ug/m3 to
60ug/m3 by the end of 2017. The World Health Organisation recommends an annual mean
of 10ug/m3. Nearby Tianjin municipality and Hebei province — which have worse air quality
than Beijing — have been requested to slash PM2.5 particulates by 25%. Guardian Today: the
headlines, the analysis, the debate - sent direct to you Read more In China, such targets
bear political importance. The nation’s leader Xi Jinping has placed increasing emphasis on
protecting the environment. In 2014, Beijing’s former mayor Wang Anshun promised to
“present his own head” to the public if the capital city failed to meet the mark. Phasing
out overcapacity in iron and steel, pushing for better compliances through campaign-
based checkups and car use limitations to control vehicle emissions have made only



marginal gains. Official statistics from Beijing show the city’s annual PM2.5 levels were
still at 73 pg/m3 at the end of 2016. Environmental authorities decided some rural areas
in northern China — especially those close to Beijing — had to embark on the arduous
program of retrofitting coal-fired heating system into gas-powered ones if Beijing and its
surrounding areas were to meet the targets. // Source: The Guardian, 4 December 2017,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/dec/04/poor-bear-brunt-beijing-coal-cleanup-
with-no-heating-at--6¢
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World Internet Conference in Wuzhen highlights tensions underlying China’s
internet development

The state-run 4th World Internet Conference, also known as the Wuzhen Summit (2 &£
£3), took place in Wuzhen on 2-6 December 2017. One of the highlights of the Summit was
the presence of Apple CEO Tim Cook and Google CEO Sundar Pichai, the first time where
chiefs of foreign technology companies attended the conference. Commented in a keynote
address after hundreds of mobile apps were removed from Apple’s China app store earlier
this year, Cook highlighted Apple’s contribution to the Chinese economy by emphasizing the
US$16.9 billion the app store brought to the 1.8 million app developers in China. Another
highlight was the speech by Wang Huning — the former dean of law school at Fudan
University and advisor to three Chinese leaders (Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao, and Xi Jinping) who
made very few public appearances in the past two decades. In his address, Wang praised
China’s internet governance and announced the country’s plan to enhance cross-border e-



commerce by cooperating with international companies. Being a tightly controlled internet
regime that censors major global websites such as Google and Facebook, the Summit
highlights the tension underlying China’s development which increasingly relies on the
global internet environment while being cautious about the internet’s democratizing
influences on the society.
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// According to Reuters, Cook gave a surprise keynote address in which he highlighted
how Apple has boosted China’s economy. He said that the app store has helped give
China’s 1.8 million developers earnings that total $16.9 billion. He also re-affirmed the
conference’s commitment to an “open” internet. “The theme of this conference—
developing a digital economy for openness and shared benefits—is a vision we at Apple
share,” Cook said, according to Bloomberg. “We are proud to have worked alongside many
of our partners in China to help build a community that will join a common future in



cyberspace.” [...] Strong proponents of internet freedom might quiver over this. For the
Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC), China’s main internet regulator and the
conference’s organizer, the World Internet Conference marks an opportunity to seek
public affirmation for China’s internet policies—which include rampant censorship and
barriers on foreign competition. Getting on stage with China’s chief censors after a year
that has seen unprecedented censorship can’t help but lend legitimacy to China’s
increasingly closed internet, and render praise of “openness” hollow. At the same time,
attending the event gives foreign tech executives one of the few opportunities they’ll ever
have to gain insight into the inner workings of the CAC. And if these foreign companies are
committed to doing business in China in any capacity, such insights can be invaluable. //
Source: Quartz, 4 December 2017, https://gz.com/1145637/2017-world-internet-
conference-tim-cook-and-sundar-pichais-surprise-remarks/

Meeting between Xi Jinping and Aung San Suu Kyi consolidated economic ties
and mutual diplomatic support

Within a week after Myanmar's army chief Min Aung Hlaing’s official visit to China, Aung
San Suu Kyi — Nobel Peace laureate and Myanmar’s foreign minister — arrived in Beijing on 1
December to attend an international conference hosted by China’s Communist Party and to
meet with Xi Jinping. Since more than 600,000 Rohingya Muslims fleeing Myanmar’s military
at home to Bangladesh from August, Aung San Suu Kyi was severely criticized by the
international community for failing to stop the military's “ethnic cleansing”. Seen by many
as Myanmar’s attempt to seek diplomatic support from China — which has previously spent
billions of dollars on Myanmar’s infrastructure projects —in the face of international
pressure over the current situation in Rakhine state, commentators moreover suggested
that the meeting reflects China’s aggressive attempt to exert its influences on Southeast
Asia as well as secure interests in the neighboring state whose coastline offers a strategic
site to the Indian Ocean. According to Sampa Kundu of the Institute for Defence Studies
and Analyses in New Delhi, the “bilateral relationship between two neighbours is getting
stronger because the influential neighbour has chosen to give its back to the relatively
weaker one to fulfil its own geostrategic interests” (SCMP 1 December 2017). Baohui Zhang
of Lingnan University moreover suggested that the crisis in Rakhine State has given China an
opportunity to be seen “as the new power broker that can get things, like peace building
and political settlements, done” (NY Times 30 November 2017).
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B EERELR « TAEGBNENREREZT, BFE60ZEZHERD Ak
Sl lenyliEvAE R Eﬁpm!%ﬁZ%Eﬁ?—E%/ﬁ:o BUUREEEHILETREE EEZHELEFH
R 58z, maERERIENIE. // Source: Voice of America, 1 December 2017,

https://www.voacantonese.com/a/voanews-20171201-china-aung-san-su-
kyi/4144948.html

// Against this backdrop, the Chinese government’s approach to the Rohingya issue is of
note. After meeting the Bangladesh and Myanmar government leaders on Nov 19, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi proposed a three-staged plan to address the Rohingya crisis. The
first stage involves a ceasefire to restore order, stability and peace to the situation. The
second stage involves all parties supporting Myanmar and Bangladesh to find an amicable
solution on the basis of equality. The third stage calls for the international community to
help develop Rakhine state. The Myanmar government is appreciative of the Chinese plan,
partly because it calls for a bilateral solution between Bangladesh and Myanmar, and
perhaps partly because the proposal does not mention the Rohingya specifically by name. A
peaceful settlement of the Rohingya crisis is in China’s interests. China would not want the
Rohingya crisis to stand in the way of the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic
Corridor, a key component of the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative. Peace and stability is
necessary for Beijing to implement its economic projects across Myanmar’s and
Bangladesh’s borders. // Source: Channel News Asia, 4 December 2017,
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/commentary-amid-global-criticism-
on-the-rohingya-crisis-myanmar-9465650

Shenzhen rolled out its first self-driving buses in the Futian district

Since rolling out the first battery-powered bus in 2009, Shenzhen now has about 14,500 of
them on the road and is expecting to electrify all its public buses by the end of 2017. Home
to some of the country’s top technology companies, the southern Chinese city has recently
started testing driverless buses in the Futian district. Equipped with sensors, radar, and a
visual scanning system from Haylion Technologies, the buses are set out to collect more
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data in order to improve their software and on-road safety. The tasks the buses can perform
include “reducing speed, averting hitting pedestrians, vehicles and barriers automatically,
changing lanes safely, as well as stopping at designated points” (EJ Insight 5 December
2017). According to Hu Jianping, chairman of Haylion, while most road fatalities in China are
caused by human error, self-driving vehicles actually improve road safety. Being one of the
world’s biggest transportation markets, China is aiming to have 10% of the vehicles to be
self-driving by 2030.
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FEARTMIRBRAG B NBR, PRIENIS. "~  TA BERIEM
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AR, " ABRXBRERIARERRIKEKRRIAA, #ah “TAN” BRILARA
TEKRIY, MERIANENHEEZERTEHERS, ILAMNBTEAE. KBz
RN EETHRERBIKEESRT, BINENERREAEFAERELEN “TAS
I, HEEXHNEARDE “ALER A E, BNERIH & BEREEFRIFEH
‘BB AR, BRERENR. BEREXE —PE T NRARELE
B, BRONETE FTESFIXNMNEARELZELGEA R . // Source:
Xinhua Net, 5 December 2017, http://news.xinhuanet.com/legal/2017-
12/05/c_1122057709.htm

//Shenzhen’s buses represent only a small fraction of China’s total electric bus sales,
which reached 116,000 last year. [...] there are four key factors driving China’s rapid
deployment of electric buses: 1. Government support. Ample national and regional
subsidies have helped lower the price of an electric bus from twice that of an internal
combustion engine bus to roughly equal today. 2. Urban air pollution and a desire to
reduce oil imports. 3. Many Chinese cities are building their public transit networks from
scratch. New, electric-bus-specific infrastructure can be built, and buses can be rolled out
without having to fit into an existing fleet’s renewal cycle. 4. Industrial policy. The central
government actively encourages investment in battery manufacturing. For Shenzhen, it
doesn’t hurt that the world’s third-biggest lithium-ion battery manufacturer, BYD Co. Ltd., is
located in the city; it also doesn’t hurt that BYD builds buses, too. // Source: Bloomberg, 8
December 2017, https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-12-08/china-goes-all-in-
on-the-transit-revolution

Hong Kong

Carrie Lam’s visit to Beijing established Hong Kong’s involvement in China’s
global trade development
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During her duty visit to Beijing, Chief Executive of Hong Kong Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor
signed an agreement with the National Development and Reform Commission —a ministry-
level administrative body that plays a decisive role in China’s economic direction —
establishing Hong Kong’s role in China’s Belt and Road initiative and global trade
development on 14 December. According to an official statement, the agreement “focuses
on finance and investment; infrastructure and maritime transport; economic and trade
facilitation; people-to-people bonds; pushing forward the Greater Bay Area initiative;
strengthening cooperation between the two sides and dispute resolution; among others”
(SCMP 14 December 2017). The agreement marks another major trade deal between Hong
Kong and mainland China since the signing of the Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement
(CEPA) in 2003, which economic benefits to Hong Kong, according to some critics, have
declined in recent years. An administrative unit consisting of the National Development and
Reform Commission, the Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office, and the Hong Kong
government will be set up to oversee the agreement’s actualization. The agreement
moreover plays an important role to further the economic integration of the Greater Bay
Area (Hong Kong, Macau, and Guangdong) which is expected to boost China’s economic
development as well as compete with other bay area metropolises such as New York, San
Francisco, and Tokyo.
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14 December 2017,
https://www.hk01.com/%E6%B8%AF%E8%81%9E/141234/-%E6%IE%I7HEI%EA4%AD%ES%
BF%BO%E8%81%B7-%E8%88%87%E7%99%BCHE6%94%BI%ES%AT7%94%E7%B0%BD%E7%B
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// The Greater Bay Area has a combined population of 67.95 million, which is greater than
the Tokyo Metropolitan Area —the world’s largest city cluster with a population of 44
million. It covers around 56,000 sq km, which is comparable to that of the New York Bay
Area. And, as one of China’s fastest-growing regions, the Greater Bay Area had a combined
gross domestic product of USS$1.4 trillion in 2016. By 2030, the region’s GDP is expected to
reach US$4.6 trillion, surpassing the Tokyo, New York and San Francisco bay areas to
become the world’s largest bay area in terms of the size of its economy. The Greater Bay
Area is not only economically huge, but also has many diversified industries with a distinct
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competitive edge. [...] As China makes the transition from a labour-intensive,
manufacturing-based economy into a services- and innovation-oriented society driven by
a growing middle class, the Greater Bay Area will lead the country towards a new growth
model. Apart from the obvious advantages in many areas of manufacturing, innovation and
logistics, the bay area has the potential to prosper in financial technology, renewable
energy, biopharma, health care, medical equipment, tourism and wealth management. //
Source: South China Morning Post, 10 December 2017,
http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2123456/how-chinas-vision-
metropolis-rivalling-new-york-san

Taiwan

¢ P

Source: http://www.storm.mg/article/368A484

Transitional justice bill passed in Taiwan setting out to investigate and strip
legitimacy of past authoritarian rule

A transitional justice bill ({21825 1F & 15£51) was passed by Taiwan’s legislature on 6
December, where lawmakers voted in favor of the mandatory removal of symbols of Chiang
Kai-shek’s legacy under the administration of Kuomintang. The bill will also demand political
parties to release political files date from 1945 (when Japanese colonial rule ended) to 1992
(when the martial law on Kinmen and Matsu ended), in order to conduct a thorough
investigation into the White Terror from 1947 to 1987, during which around 140,000 people
were imprisoned and about 3,000 to 4,000 executed for their opposition to the KMT. While
the KMT has previously proposed an alternative version of the bill that covers the Japanese
colonial period and demands “the Japanese government take responsibility for infringing
upon the rights of aborigines, comfort women, and Taiwanese drafted into the Japanese
Army during World War II” (Focus Taiwan 6 December), the Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) — the current majority ruling party — opposed the KMT’s proposal and passed its own
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version that focuses exclusively on the period of KMT authoritarian regime. In response to
the KMT’s criticism, the DPP stated that the law is a "bridge of reconciliation" that serves to
compensate the victims and their families. Coming on the 70" anniversary of the February
28 Massacre in 1947, the authoritarian past has been targeted since Tsai Ing-wen took office
in 2016. For example, the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall has stopped selling souvenirs
depicting the former nationalist leader.
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94&mdate=1205125034
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HEESERAN . EEREMTER, MUREBEEMRAIRIR, // Source: The Storm Media, 5
December 2017, http://www.storm.mg/article/368484
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