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1. Strike hard crackdown on prostitution in Dongguan

The state news broadcaster ran an exposé last week on the southern
city of Dongguan, China’s “sex capital.” Undercover reporters secretly
filmed inside hotels and karaoke clubs. The reporter calls the police to
report prostitution, but none show up.
The program kicked off an anti-prostitution campaign in Dongguan.
According to state media, the city responded by dispatching 6,525
police officers in a raid, arresting 67 people and closing 12
entertainment venues. Pictures posted online showed lines of men
and women kneeling on the floor in the middle of a hotel lobby, their
heads down and their hands cuffed, surrounded by scores of
uniformed police.
“Guangdong authorities will soon launch a three-month, province-
wide crackdown on prostitution. Local police officers who are found
protecting the sex industry or who organise sexual services will be
severely punished,"” said Li Chunsheng, the province's vice-governor,
according to the newspaper. Eight officers have already been
suspended.!
Why is this happening? According to RFAZ:
i. Periodic strike-hard against vice? Guangzhou-based writer
Ye Du said China periodically launches anti-prostitution and
anti-pornography campaigns, but that these are similar to
political movements, and do little to address the roots of the
industry in official corruption
ii. Power struggle? "A lot of people think this raid had to do with
a political power struggle [within the government]," he said,
adding that those who ordered the raid might have intended to
strike a political blow against the ruling Chinese Communist
Party's Guangdong provincial secretary Hu Chunhua, whose
political faction linked to the former president has been on the
wane since the leadership transition of November 2012. "The
princelings [linked to current president Xi Jinping] don't
want to see any of these Communist Youth League or
grassroots officials make up to leadership rank in the sixth
generation," Ye Du said. "So it's quite possible that this was all
aimed at Hu."
The campaign is heading north, spreading to Heilongjiang and
Qingdao and many other provinces.3

! Guardian, http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/feb/11/china-province-
prostitution-crack-down-guangdong-sex-workers

2 RFA, http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/dongguan-02132014142143.html




* Sonny Lo wrote on SCMP, arguing that “the high-profile anti-
prostitution campaign and arrest of sex workers in Dongguan has
highlighted the intertwined relationship between the central and
local governments in crime control while illustrating how Beijing
is tackling the proliferation of vice establishments.”+

i. Once CCTV aired a programme on Sunday (Feb 9) that
uncovered the seriousness of the prostitution problem in
Dongguan, the Guangdong provincial leadership came
under tremendous pressure from the top to act. Some said
Guangdong party secretary Hu Chunhua was pressured to
immediately deal with the prostitution industry. Another
explanation was that he had to show some consistency in
dealing with crime, given the recent crackdown on drugs in
Lufeng. It is clear that Beijing used its official mouthpiece,
CCTV, to highlight the vice industry in Dongguan and push
provincial leaders to clean up the mess.... It is also worth
highlighting the prominent use by the central authorities of
official media to exert pressure on provincial governments
as a way to tackle excessive local autonomy. Clearly,
provincial-level officials in Guangdong, and elsewhere in China,
will have to be far more sensitive to central-level sentiment
than ever before.

ii. We should also examine the media criticism that targeted the
"protective umbrella"” in Dongguan, implying that local
police were responsible for the situation. Notably, the media
also reported on the involvement of a member of the
National People's Congress, as the owner of a five-star hotel
accused of offering sex services.

iii. Dongguan’s local economic prosperity depended on these vice
establishments; as its textile and manufacturing sectors have
shrunk, the city has failed to diversify its economy in any
meaningful way. Without a long-term economic plan, the
effect of the anti-vice campaign is likely to be short-lived.
The prostitution business will return once the heat has died
down, albeit in a subtler manner.

iv. The anti-prostitution campaign also reflects the governing
mentality of Xi Jinping's leadership. ... Increasingly, these
vices are being targeted in clean-up campaigns. Last year,
officials took a zero-tolerance approach to Macau-style open
gambling in hotel casinos in Hainan province. While
underground casinos may be allowed in some parts of the
country, as long as they keep a low profile and are protected by
corrupt local authorities, any high-profile gambling is destined
to be eliminated.

3 FT, http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/edae2a96-9569-11¢3-9fd6-
00144feab7de.html#axzz2tdx TwWTTX

4 SCMP, http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/1427012/dongguan-
vice-crackdown-just-startn




V.

* In short, the Dongguan campaign against prostitution is
part of the bigger picture showing how Beijing is mapping
out its economic modernisation strategy in the coming
years. Although vice establishments might have contributed to
local economic prosperity, they cannot be allowed to
proliferate and operate openly in a way that could undermine
the positive image of the central government.

But the anti-prostitution campaign has backfired on the Internet.
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Some netizens replied with a big “so what,” while many
showed sympathy for the prostitutes as victims of an
exploitative system.
Some created slogans such as 5EA K, HEEHEA:, which
mimicked the official slogans used in the 2008 Sichuan
Earthquakes.
Southern Media Group argued on Weibo that “far more worthy
of attention are the violence in this oldest profession, the
prostitutes’ living conditions and how, despite repeated
crackdowns, all this continues under the protection of the
powerful.” This post was soon deleted.
More weibo lampooning CCTV and pointing to the indiscretions
of government officials have also been river-crabbed
(censored)
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Some netizens looked into the prostitution boom from a
socioeconomic perspective, pointing to the decline of the
Guangdong manufacturing industry, and the broader problem of
economic transformation - Will China become the future Dongguan?
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The SCMP looks at business in Dongguan after the crackdown?®: “While

state media have hailed the crackdown as essential to clean up morals

and curb corruption, most people in Dongguan's service and retail
sectors said they had never realised until now just how
important the sex trade was to their business. From taxi drivers to
beauty salons, apartment landladies to mobile phone sellers, almost
everyone said their takings had dropped since the crackdown earlier
this month.”

An article written by ex-iSun affairs journalist Jia Jia examined the

dynamics of how central government chose to begin the campaign,

and why it symbolize the triumph of public opinion over state media.t
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> SCMP, http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1431351/dongguans-war-vice-bad-

business-all-round
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* On SCMP, Chang Ping looks at the gender side of the campaign: “The
men opposed the government's intrusion into the sex market, and
called for the legalisation of prostitution. The feminists, on the other
hand, criticised the objectification of women's bodies in the sex trade,
and the unequal power relations between the sexes. They say the sex
trade is a microcosm of society, reflecting the biases common in our
daily life. At the same time, the trade fuels the inequalities and
discrimination. Many sex workers were victims of deception,
trafficking and threats, under the control of gangsters and police
officers in cahoots. Even those sex workers who appeared to have
freely chosen this work in fact had little choice, because of a lack of
opportunities. ... It should be said that in China, liberal-minded men
rarely support feminist causes. In recent years, feminists campaigning
against domestic violence and calling for equal opportunities in
education and equal rights for sexual minorities have not only
received no support from men, they have also been ridiculed and
attacked on occasion. Needless to say, CCTV, the government and
police officers, too, were not looking out for the women in their
crackdown on the sex trade. Perhaps the protection of women is
written into the law books but, in reality, prostitution is seen merely
as a vice in society. Being branded a prostitute is far more humiliating
than being known as a customer who pays for sex. For these women,
every crackdown on vice is one more occasion for public
humiliation. ... Sex scandals were used as a tool to discipline the so-
called "Big V" bloggers. In the same way, many suspect, the
government is using the prostitution crackdown to keep the trade in
line. Dongguan's sex businesses may just be victims of a power
struggle. In all of this, the issue of gender equality remains invisible, in
official as well as popular media.””

2. Journalism and Press Freedom in China and beyond
* The Nieman Foundation published its 2014 report: “The State of
Journalism in China”8, featuring articles from Paul Mooney, Qian Gang,
Evan Osnos, Luo Changping, David Barboza.

7 SCMP, http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/1429033/womens-
rights-all-invisible-dongguans-crackdown-sex-trade
8 Neiman Foundation, http://www.nieman.harvard.edu/reports/issue/100080/Winter-

2014.aspx




* Arecent report from the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ]) looks
at how Beijing’s influence is increasingly encouraging self-
censorship in Hong Kong and Taiwan, and beginning to alter their
relatively free media environments.? The report pointed at self-
censorship in both places where media tycoons have business
interests in China. The view is echoed in the 2014 World Press
Freedom Index report published by Reporters Without Borders.

i. The most recent suspicion of media self-censorship and China'’s
intervention in Hong Kong is the dismissal of the Commercial
Radio host Lee Wei-ling, a popular host with a reputation for
combative criticisms of the territory’s government. Austin
Ramzy reported on this: “The radio station gave no
explanation for Ms. Lee’s removal in a terse statement that
was quoted by other Hong Kong media, including the Web site
of the Ming Pao newspaper. But her supporters accused the
station bowing to political pressures, and colleagues called
for a candle-light vigil to protest what they called a blow to free
speech. Late last year, the station already moved Ms. Lee from
her morning show to a less listened-to evening spot, and critics
said then that Commercial Radio Hong Kong was seeking to
mute her influence.”10

ii. Last Saturday, thousands of runners in Hong Kong’s Standard
Chartered Marathon wore blue ribbons to show support for
press freedom.!! And yesterday, as many as five thousands
took to the street to protest against media censorship in Hong
Kong.

* In this index, China, which always inhabited the very bottom ranks,
fell from 173 to 175 (out of 180, the last ten in descending order is
Cuba, Laos, Sudan, Iran, Vietnam, China, Somalia, Syria, Turkmenistan,
DPRK and Eritrea). CMP noted that the result became forbidden
from mainland media discussion just after the report’s
publication.

* Council on Foreign Relations also has a useful backgrounder on
Media Censorship in China.12

* Gary King and his team published a new journal article about media
censorship in China.13 To tackle the limitation of knowing about
censorship that occurs before submissions are posted, such as via the
often-used automated review, the team used randomized

 CPJ , http://cpj.org/2014/02/attacks-on-the-press-hong-kong-analysis.php

" New York Times, http://sinosphere.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/02/12/free-press-
groups-warn-of-chinas-influence-on-hong-kong-and-taiwan-
media/?_php=true&_type=blogs& php=true& type=blogs& php=true& type=blogs
& =2&

""'SCMP, http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1428975/thousands-
marathon-runners-sport-blue-ribbons-support-press-freedom

12 CFR, http://www.cfr.org/china/media-censorship-china/p11515#p1

1 Gary King’s website, http:/gking.harvard.edu/publications/randomized-
experimental-study-censorship-china




experimentation “by creating accounts on numerous social media sites
spread throughout the country, submitting different randomly
assigned types of social media texts, and detecting from a network of
computers all over the world which types are censored”, and
participant observation by setting “up our own social media site in
China, contract with Chinese firms to install the same censoring
technologies as their existing sites, and -- with direct access to their
software, documentation, and even customer service help desk
support -- reverse engineer how it all works”.

i. Our results offer the first rigorous experimental support for
the recent hypothesis that criticism of the state, its leaders,
and their policies are routinely published, whereas posts
about real world events with collective action potential are
censored.

ii. Extend the hypothesis by showing that it applies even to
accusations of corruption by high-level officials and
massive online-only protests, neither of which are
censored.

iii. Reveal for the first time the inner workings of the process of
automated review, and as a result are able to reconcile
conflicting accounts of keyword-based content filtering in the
academic literature. We show that the Chinese government
tolerates surprising levels of diversity in automated review
technology, but still ensures a uniform outcome by post hoc
censorship using huge numbers of human coders.

3. The first official cross-straits meeting after 1949
* The first official meeting between Taiwan’s minister of mainland
affairs Wang Yu-Chi and China’s Taiwan Affairs Office Zhang Zhijun
took place on Feb 11 in Nanjing. According to the Washington Post!4,
the WSJ and the NY Times:

i. Wang called the meeting a “new chapter” in relations between
the two sides, and “truly a day for the record books”. He said
both sides exchanged views on setting up respective
representative offices on each other's territory. They also
spoke about the need to create a "more convenient”
environment for Taiwanese journalists in China, as well as
Taiwan's bid to join global trade groups such as Trans-
Pacific Partnership, he said. The meeting "has a positive
significance in promoting the normalization of interactions
between the two governments." But Wang said the two sides
had not discussed the possibility of a meeting between the two
presidents.

ii. Zhang said the two negotiators could “definitely become good
friends” but would need to show imagination to achieve

'* Washington Post, http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/china-taiwan-hold-first-
direct-talks-since-1949-split/2014/02/11/beea8a92-92f3-11e3-b317-
£5107432ca45_story.html




breakthroughs in the future “We absolutely can’t let the
relations between the two sides be turbulent again, and even
more, we can’t backtrack,” Zhang said. He two sides "agreed to
promote cross-Strait relations on the basis of the 1992
Consensus and expect the communication mechanism to
improve exchanges, understanding and mutual trust.

iii. NY Times highlighted that both sides generally avoided using
titles that explicitly endorse this view: “Just how Mr. Wang
would be addressed during the meeting was closely scrutinized
in Taiwan. Beijing is loath to take any steps that might be seen
as conferring legitimacy on Taiwan’s government, one reason
previous talks were carried out by semi-official organizations.
Calling the head of the Mainland Affairs Council “Minister”
rather than “Mr.” Wang could signal recognition of his
governmental status.” Ahead of his opening statement, the
head of mainland China’s Taiwan Affairs Office, Zhang Zhijun
called his counterpart “Minister Wang Yu-chi” but did not name
his ministry, The Taipei Times reported.”1>

* The WS]J article reports that, while the meeting in Nanjing produced
few concrete results as expected, it did much to set the stage for
higher-level talks to come, and to signal Beijing’s motivations to
engage in a cross-strait dialogue.

* So during a “tea chat” at Shanghai’s Fairmont Peace Hotel, Wang and
Zhang from China and Taiwan discussed the way forward, including
the possibility of a summit between Xi Jinping and Ma Ying-jeou. "The
two sides have expressed their respective stands on the issue," said
Wu Mei-hung, a spokeswoman for Wang's Mainland Affairs Council,
after the nearly three-hour discussion.

* Butin a speech at Sun Yat-sen’s mausoleum on Feb 12, Taiwan’s
Mainland Affairs Council head Wang Yu-chi made a potentially
controversial reference to Taiwan as the Republic of China. Speaking
to an audience that include Beijing’s Taiwan Affairs Office, Wang said
“the Republic of China, the first democratic republic in Asia
established by Dr Sun Yat-sen, has existed for 103 years,” which
seem to contradict Beijing’s official line. China did not protest.

* The Diplomat writes that “[t]he most significant result of the February
2014 cross-strait talks is just how much Beijing gained in
propaganda terms”: “But throughout the visit, Chinese officials
consistently went out of their way to “correct” Wang on Taiwan's
designation by framing it as the “Taiwan area,” with the implicit
notion that Taiwan is part of China, as per official PRC policy.”16

i. As we assess the success of Wang’s visit, it becomes clear that
Beijing didn’t give, or risk, much. At most, it gave a much-
needed boost domestically to the struggling Ma administration

1S New York Times, http://sinosphere.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/02/12/nanjing-
meeting-leads-to-pledge-of-cross-strait-communications/

' The Diplomat, http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/cross-strait-talks-a-propaganda-
coup-for-beijing/




ahead of important year-end municipal elections and two years
before the next presidential elections. It gave a semblance of
official relations, without actually modifying its “one China”
policy and ultimate “reunification” goal, which remains a core
principle of the CCP.

ii. The return on that investment, on the other hand, may have
been much greater. Besides giving ammunition to the KMT, its
preferred partner in negotiations, Wang’s official visit could
prove extremely useful as a propaganda tool overseas ...By
depicting the visit as a political breakthrough and encouraging
international media to refer to it as “peace talks” and yet
another sign that relations in the Strait are at their best in the
past 60 years, Beijing will be in a better position to pressure
Washington on the matter of U.S. arms sales and security
guarantees to Taiwan. After all, under the Taiwan Relations
Act (TRA), which is celebrating its 35th anniversary this year,
the scope of U.S. defense assistance to the island is predicated
on the level of threat from China. If Beijing succeeds in
convincing U.S. officials that peace talks have been
initiated, with both governments acting as willing
participants, we can expect calls for the cessation of U.S. arms
sales to Taiwan — long seen as detrimental to U.S.-China
relations — to turn into a louder chorus.

iii. By convincing the world that peace is at hand in the Taiwan
Strait, that the Civil War has finally come to an end, with both
sides embracing a political resolution, Beijing could succeed
in pushing Washington to end arms sales to Taiwan, which
would further compound the military imbalance in the Strait,
and make capitulation all but inevitable.

* Last week, Xi Jinping met honorary Kuomintang chairman Lien Chan
in Beijing on Tuesday over cuisine from their shared home province of
Shaanxi. From the SCMP7:

i. The report said the pair spoke in Shaanxi dialect over the
banquet.

ii. This was the second meeting between Xi and Lien since Xi took
the helm of the Communist Party in October 2012. The two
leaders first met in February last year, when Lien visited
Beijing with his family and a business delegation, and Xi
welcomed him at the Great Hall of the People.

iii. In his latest visit, Lien received a special gift from Beijing
party chief Guo Jinlong prior to the banquet, Taiwan's
Central News Agency reported. The politician and his wife
were presented with two mainland-made Xiaomi mobile
phones. Inscribed on the back of the devices was the phrase:
"The mainland and Taiwan join hands to earn the world's
money."

17 SCMP, http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1431108/xi-jinping-hosts-kmts-
lien-chan-over-hometown-shaanxi-cuisine




* There are several analysis about cross-straits relations recently:

i. The Economist looks at the delicate balancing act between the
two sides’ respective agendas and cross-strait stability: “So
China is in a bind. If it pushes too hard, then the Taiwanese
push back. If it does not push, there is a risk that Taiwan will
assert a separate identity more clearly... So, for now, Chinese
leaders will have to make do with symbolism.”18

ii. Foreign Policy asks whether China’s use of economic strategies
to draw Taiwan closer will eventually lead to reunification:
“Cross-strait interdependence has been an irreversible
process, at least in economic, social and cultural terms,” notes
Titus C. Chen, an associate research fellow at the National
Chengchi University in Taipei. He adds, “The prospects of
Taiwan can no longer be separated from those of China.”... For
Taiwan, the greatest danger is not military attack, but that
Beijing “might exploit its growing power to ‘intimidate
Taiwan into submission’ on China’s terms,” Richard Bush, a
former head of the American Institute of Taiwan “1°

iii. Jonathan Sullivan, Taiwan expert, wrote on the NY Times that
he expected continuity in Taiwan’s policy towards China
even if DPP won the next election (despite a brief period of
uncertainty). He concludes: The Taiwanese people desire the
peace and prosperity that positive relations with China could
bring, yet they do not want to give up their sovereignty or
democracy to achieve it. But Beijing’s position is implacable,
and its power and influence is inescapable. As it ramps up the
pressure on Taiwan in different ways, there is an
inevitable drift toward the unification that China craves.2?

4. Rising ethnic tensions in China?

* Inlight of continuing Tibetan self-immolation and violent clashes in
Xinjiang, ChinaFile hosts a discussion on whether “ethnic tensions”—
itself a disputed term—are on the rise in China. The panel includes
SOAS’ Enze Han, Rachel Harris and Nathan Hill; James Palmer, author
of a recent exploration of Uyghur-Han tensions; Columbia University
Robert Barnett; Human Rights Watch'’s Nicholas Bequelin;
Georgetown University’s James A. Millward; La Trobe University’s
James Leibold; and Cambridge University’s Uradyn E. Bulag.2!

* This came as China’s two-pronged approach to pacifiying the regions
has also been on display with the announcements of a $10 billion

'8 Economist, http://www.economist.com/news/china/21596555-chinese-and-
taiwanese-government-officials-meet-first-time-china-still-worries-about

' Foreign Policy,
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/02/11/an_offer they cant refuse

2 NY Times, http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/18/opinion/taiwan-and-china-edge-
ever-closer.html?smid=tw-share& r=0

2! China File, https://www.chinafile.com/are-ethnic-tensions-rise-china
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boost to government spending in Xinjiang and harsh punishments for
relatives of self-immolators in one Sichuan county.

* In the ChinaFile conversation, Nicholas Bequelin argues that these
current policies are fundamentally misguided.

*  While most of the discussion has focused on Xinjiang and Tibet, James
A. Millward suggests that the Han, in fact, are China’s most unruly
minzu. Part of this, he writes, is because they are allowed to be; and
by denying Uyghurs and Tibetans the same license, the authorities
only ensure that the pressure continues to build.

* Chris Buckey at the New York Times pointed to the diverging
accounts on recent Xinjiang violence.22

i. “According to the Xinjiang police, the violence was the latest
example of a terrorist assault inspired by Islamist
extremism and separatism. The police said the attack had
been mounted by “a group of 13 terrorist suspects” established
in September 2013 by Mehmut Tohti, “who started to spread
religious extremism three years ago,” according to Xinhua, the
state-run news agency.... But advocates of Uighur self-
determination say the Chinese authorities’ own
overbearing security measures have fueled primitive
convulsions of violence by dispossessed Uighurs. The
government has distorted and exaggerated the ethnic violence
to undermine legitimate Uighur demands, the advocates say.”

* Inarecent and lengthy article (full text available in Chinese and
English) posted on China’s state-run Tibet.cn website, vice-minister of
the United Front Work Department Zhu Weiqun expressed confidence
that Western opinion on Tibet and Xinijang will inevitably fall into line
with Beijing’s, both in Chinese?3 and English.

i. Both Tibet Independence and Islamic Republic of East
Turkestan are weapons of imperialism imported from the
West: “PHRILSZ” T “ZRIGMRATHOH = [E” XA K E
HOME S, A EAR PR, TR R E T XX E
=M MO ER AR, . MR RIELE, EE B AR R &
RBOREAETE, MR N — E 78 24 L= L vu Al T
FFE T ERE ERDEROAIR A, SRR, REIFAGRT
HOCRE A 8T5E, RERFE, WFEIRGS), A ScRiA Rt
LA TR B A,

ii. Universal values are the wrapping paper of the West's self-
interest, the variant of military forces: P§ 5{EH N _FH % & H
AR, BN Sk SR HAE E PR ERTERIE G,
FHEAIBI R L Bl “E HEME”
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22 NY Times, http://sinosphere.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/02/17/china-details-bombing-
attack-by-uighur-gang/
 Tibet.cn, http://www.tibet.cn/news/index/xzyw/201402/t20140218 1973698.htm
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. BOA. UbBEIMEZ R BRI AR AT, FTAIR. IR
H36 | MBERERFR ; RHEEREGER SRR BAE S —.
RPN, BERDTmL 2SR, T
ERE BN BE R, ERR—itiedn, Ex40t ke
, RATTEAME QB S AR EZEZI, XERIBUA,
ARG RAISERILE, EAaiGmE, 4 EB/REENR
FEAMEZRG —mA A, BN T A LME/T4 S
FALT A PEANES), XA LT ENERE L Rk
H” o RIS ET .

Accusing the West of using the concept of nation-state to create
troubles for Beijing: 14 /7 5-H [E L [E 200 REHEFL S ErY Sy
e, ZaTVE )7 RRIER— MNMBTERYE AL, X ke — 7 i B LT
AV EFEAIN VR, e TR E , BA—EEAH
HRE., “FRE BHEIHNLZ KRR H—Jim, EMIENIFR
PiER0E R T PA TR . “FRIE” BIAER P
SET L RTEEARST AR, R T T BASCRY,
Development is a basic right; if you disagree, try going back to
nomadic life: IXMIAIRFIPE B4 LR MRURE &, B 5tk
SAEBAR EILF—m B 588, M BAERTA kR o) R
FTEIEE L, AERAEROEMNEZR, FTEER. ¥
A, KR, WREEIEA RARE, FEMR AT E A XTTER
FHRAETABTERNE BRI, REXHRAE B 7R
R EHBAENRS, H EBOFE KT E — SR 2 R
o TSR, ERZUGEBITE I8 2 i F5 5 P E BUR S B V4 K
PR RSB a2 3 B IR AR B R, R 100
WG b, EEMEIERE « B ARRXMIEREEER FLR
#, xprE s, AW EZRMNFEBRBEIRLERE, BRTMAR
Wi, XR—Mi#ES, MR -EAECEZXEDRRT.
MR RI AT, AERBAAERSIMER B KK,
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BAER, BROFRMERMERAERE, EEEER ARG
o YRMNE BRI LB E B R AR KK 7

ix. Whatever we do, it's none of your business: FR3E ' [E [F] 5 78 ik
. OFTERINE, RAFREEMATEER, K, PEE L
L5 B —UANOISEpRAIZIAE, P E A CrySEs, i
Ve, HTEREIARIAE H BN b, ZERIMELR

ZERRBELER, TEALEEEFRE ML, PEIAE
ik i [ B = 4 P SR SR A PG ENR S, BT TR, DA
VI EF A E R, TIPS S, ERhRS A E e
H R WS 37,

* Despite China’s repeated warnings, US president Barack Obama held a
low-key, one-hour meeting with the Dalai Lama at the White House
last Friday.

i. It was the third time Obama had met the Dalai Lama, who the
White House calls "an internationally respected religious and
cultural leader."

ii. In what appeared to be a small concession to the Chinese, the
meeting was kept private, and the visit was held in the
White House Map Room, a historically important room but of
less significance than the more prestigious Oval Office, where
he normally meets visiting leaders. During the meeting, Obama
reaffirmed his support for Tibet's unique religious,
cultural and linguistic traditions and human rights for
Tibetans, the White House said in a statement. Obama also
said he does not support Tibetan independence from
China and the Dalai Lama said he was not seeking it, the
White House said.

iii. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said in a
statement ahead of the meeting : "The United States'
arrangement for its leader to meet the Dalai would be a gross
interference in China's internal affairs and is a serious violation
of the norms of international relations". Previous meetings
between Obama and the Dalai Lama drew similar criticism
from China, but did not have serious repercussions.2+

5. Falling housing prices in Hangzhou sparked protests
* Price of a number of new properties in Hangzhou plummeted 20%
recently. Homebuyers who purchased prior to the fall gathered at the
sales hall and protested against the price reduction, putting up
banners such as AN, EIRMATEE, TERE"
* Real estate experts are foreseeing the possible busting of the housing
bubble. But Xinhua argued that the bubble phenomenon might be

2 Reuters, http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/02/21/us-usa-china-tibet-
idUSBREA1K01P20140221

*> Hong Kong Economic Journal,
http://www.hkej.com/template/dailynews/jsp/detail.jsp?dnews_id=3943&cat_id=3&ti
tle_1d=664652&rtd=65570
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local after all, because land prices in many first-tier cities are still
rising and loans are still expanding.

Culture

1. Chinese detective thriller Black Coal, Thin Ice (1 H k) won the Golden
Bear prize, the highest prize awarded for the best film at the Berlin
International Film Festival

* The film was directed by Diao Yinan (-] 75 )26, The story revolves
around an overweight detective and a series of murders in a remote
mining region in northern China. See synopsis?? and trailer?8. Black
Coal, Thin Ice is the fourth mainland Chinese movie to win the
Golden Bear, after Xie Fei's Women from the Lake of Scented Souls
2 in 1993, Zhang Yimou's Red Sorghum 4[5 % in 1988, and Wang
Quan'an's Tuya's Marriage EHE145 9 in 2007.

* Meanwhile, a Silver Bear prize went to Lou Ye’s Blind Massageff£ %,
which is acclaimed for its visually impaired actors. Lou is a former
problem child for the film authorities, and was banned for five years
for Summer Palace.

* BIFF has been an important festival for Chinese films. Director He Ping
described the Berlin Film Festival as "the first window and
international platform for Chinese movies going abroad after the
Cultural Revolution," referring to the turbulent period of ideological
extremism in China between 1966 and 1976.2°

* “The initial response in state-run media to the success had been one
of pride, but less emotional, presumably because the subject
matter of the films examines contemporary Chinese issues, not
always a favored theme for the country's censors.” But the initial
caution soon gave way to nationalistic joy. The Global Times
newspaper, which is part of the publishing group under the
Communist Party newspaper, the People's Daily, ran a glowing tribute
to the films' success, describing the Chinese sweep of the awards as
a "stellar night for Chinese film."

o Global Times congratulates Chinese films, but takes no
mention of the fact that Lou Ye is the director of the Silver
Bear winning film: “4:fig . HAEHS[A 2 KRER W 2 11724
E SR (B HMEKD) R, B LA TR 64 m AR
RS Ao e, ZEE (BRI
MU TR FIE, AR SR CEERERDY 53— 6

%6 Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diao_Yinan

" Berlin Film Festival,
http://www.berlinale.de/en/programm/berlinale_programm/datenblatt.php?film_id=20
143347#tab=video25

8 Youtube, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kt4xzESRyuc

* Hollywood reporter, http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/chinas-film-
industry-celebrates-berlinale-680735
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Hong Kong

1. Mounting HK-China tensions and anti-mainlander protest last Sunday

* About 100 protesters gathered in Tsim Sha Tsui, calling on the
government to curb the number of mainland visitors. They called
tourists "locusts” for overwhelming the city and hogging its resources
and were referred to as Shina 3 JI}, a derogatory term used by the
Japanese against the Chinese after the first Sino-Japanese war ended
in 1895. The protesters marched from the Star Ferry pier to Canton
Road, a street lined with luxury stores popular with mainland tourists.
Police intervened after scuffles broke out between the demonstrators
and passers-by opposed to the march.

* A number of top government officials have attacked Sunday's "anti-
locust” protest, saying it humiliated mainland visitors and tarnished
the city's image.

o Chief Secretary Carrie Lam condemned the protesters for
disrupting public order, "directly affecting” the relationship
with the mainland and harming the tourist industry. "We will
absolutely not tolerate it if such events happen again. [ believe
such behaviour belongs to only a few extremists and definitely
does not represent most citizens' opinions and their values."

o Commerce minister Greg So and security minister Lai Tung-
kwok also condemned the demonstration, while constitutional
and mainland affairs minister Raymond Tam said the "barbaric
and uncivilised activities" ran against Hong Kong's values. So
said: "The government understands that growth in the number
of tourists has a certain level of impact on the lives of
Hongkongers. But tourism has contributed a lot in creating job
opportunities. It makes up 4.5 per cent of our economy."

3% Global Times, http://world.huangiu.com/exclusive/2014-02/4834897.html
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Protest convenor Ronald Leung Kam-shing, 37, said he would not be
intimidated by the criticism. He said: "I will continue to organise such
campaigns because the ministers' remarks today have shown they
have ignored the public's demand for a curb on mainland tourists." He
admitted calling the mainland tourists "locusts”, but said he did not
refer to them as Shina. He did not think either term was
discriminatory.

But a spokeswoman of the Equal Opportunities Commission said the
"locusts” and Shina remarks fell outside the purview of the Race
Discrimination Ordinance, as Hongkongers and mainlanders are of the
same race. 31

Last year, similar protests were targeted at parallel-goods traders in
Sheung Shui.

Tea Leaf Nation reviewed HK’s rise of anti-China sentiment and the
recent comments by actress Ella Koon that drew criticisms.32 More on
the in Hong Kong?33

31 SCMP, http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1429558/locust-protest-

urging-curbs-mainland-visitors-tarnished-city-say-top

32 Tea Leaf Nation, http://www.tealeafnation.com/2014/02/why-its-dangerous-to-say-
we-are-all-chinese/

33 BBC, http://www.bbe.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-16941652; SCMP,

http://www.scmp.com/news/china-insider/article/1327923/tragic-death-young-

woman-gives-rise-anti-mainland-china-sentiment
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