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Mainland China

Source: http://ifpnews.com/exclusive/1100-chinese-officials-punished-damaging-
environment/

1,140 party-appointed environmental inspectors held accountable for
ecological damages in eight Chinese provinces

According to a report published by the Ministry of Environmental Protection on 16
November, 1,140 environmental inspectors (Ff {7 22), including 56 local party committee
members and 130 department-level officials, were called to account for their responsibility
over ecological damages in the eight provinces (Inner Mongolia, Heilongjiang, Jiangsu,
Jiangxi, Henan, Guangxi, Yunnan, and Ningxia) they oversaw. Under the Xi’s administration,
environmental protection has become one of the most pressing concerns as the
government is attempting to fight pollution caused by decades of economic developments
through law enforcement, and, thus, an important performance indicator used to evaluate
government officials. The accused inspectors were charged for failing to manage pollution in
their respective provinces (e.g. the worsening air quality in Henan). The disciplinary actions
taken include investigation for criminal offenses and punishments within the party’s
discipline. And unlike most government accountability in the past, many of the inspectors
were publicly named and made to publicly apologize for their failed management.
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China’s Singles’ Day (11 November) reaching new online sales record at the
expense of the environment

Originated as a non-commercial festival celebrating bachelorhood among university
students in Nanjing during the 1990s, China’s Singles’ Day — also known as Double Eleven
(W +—) or Guanggun Jie (F¢HET7) — on 11 November (the number “1” symbolizes a person
who is single) has evolved into a nation-wide as well as the world’s largest online shopping
gala where goods ranging from food to motor vehicles are sold at discounts. Initially
launched by the Chinese e-commerce conglomerate Alibaba in 2009 to promote its online
shopping website Taobao, Double Eleven’s sales are now competed among other e-
commerce companies such as JD.com, despite Alibaba has previously registered trademarks
associated with the festival in 2012 and 2013. With a totally amount of sales increased from
USS$7.5 million in 2009 to USS$25.3 billion in 2017, it is now the largest online shopping event
on earth and is 18 times the total sales of Amazon’s Prime Day. With more than 1.5 billion
items sold and 300,000 tons of waste produced during the Double Eleven event, this rapidly
developing online shopping culture at the expense of the environment has indeed created a
number of pressing problems which the country needs to deal with. For example, more than
70,000 parcels ordered on 11 November were delivered to and left on the pedestrian
pathways at Peking University and Tsinghua University.
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playerunknowns-battlegrounds-pubg-adopted-xi-jinpings-core-socialist-values%2F

China’s ban on popular online video game PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrounds
triggered Chinese game developers to create copycat versions containing “core
socialist values”

With over 20 million copies sold globally as of November 2017, the world’s best-selling
battle survival video game PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrounds (PUBG) was recently banned in
China due to its violent contents and competitive spirit which, according to a statement
issued by the China Audio-Video and Digital Publishing Association, deviate from the
country’s core socialist values and Chinese culture’s traditional moral principles. Soon after
the ban was announced, a number of local media companies (e.g. Tencent) have expressed
interest in acquiring a publishing license from the game’s South Korean development
Bluehole as well as create copycat versions that are deemed suitable for the Chinese
market. For example, the Chinese internet company NetEase’s Wildness Action (5 BF{T5)))
and technology giant Xiaomi’s Xiaomi Gunfight (/\>f#3 %) are among the two notable
versions of the game developed by local companies. Topping the China’s Apple iOS store,
Wildness Action addresses the Chinese regulator’s concerns by showing red banners with
slogans that reflect the country’s socialist values such as “Safeguard national security,
safeguard world peace” (4E3P[EZRZA 4 » 4EPHFLR1YZ). Commentators have suggested
that the ban on PUBG signals China’s increasingly vigorous policing of video game cultures
and technology companies.

//“Chinese developers are the best in the world when it comes to copying domestic or
foreign hit titles at record speed,” said Serkan Toto, founder of Tokyo-based consultancy
Kantan Games Inc. “It’s just amazing how fast, and in some cases how good, Chinese



companies can take over content made by others.” [...] “Survival-themed games might
become the biggest revenue drivers next year, and in China companies have the tendency
to copy the same games in swarms,” said Li Muzhi, a Hong Kong-based analyst at Arete
Research Services. “At the end, you’re competing for user volume and user engagement.
Tencent has been actively investing in this space.”// Source: Bloomberg, 7 November 2017,
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-07/copycat-of-world-s-hottest-game-
topples-tencent-s-blockbuster
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China ordered its military to pledge absolute loyalty to Xi Jinping and aims to
build world-class military power

Announcing in front of 2,300 delegates in the Communist Party meeting held in October, Xi
Jinping called to build a military power of world-class standard by the mid-21* century. In
early November, the Central Military Commission has moreover added a new guideline
requesting the Chinese military force consisting of more than two million personnel to
pledge absolute loyalty to and follow the command of President Xi. Commentators, such as
James Char, suggested that such moves to modernize the Chinese military indicate that Xi
has consolidated and further centralized his power due to his earlier crackdowns on high-
ranking army officers for corruption. Although China has increased its military spending over
the last 30 years and actively displayed its military activities, its military budget remains
one-fourth of that of the US. With the increase in military spending, it is expected that China
will continue to defend its territorial claims over the South China Sea as well as establish
overseas military bases following the opening of its first foreign naval base in Djibouti in
August this year.

//But while Xi flexed his muscles at the head of China’s central military commission during
his first term, he is likely to observe more caution in future, having consolidated his power
base by bringing down two of the country’s highest-ranking army officers for corruption,
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said James Char. He also reaffirmed the party’s “absolute contro



recently concluded congress. “Now that it’s done, he does not need to risk an external crisis
any more. Therefore, we can reasonably expect Beijing will conduct less coercive diplomacy
in the near- to medium-term,” Char said. “The Chinese military will continue to operate
further and further away from China’s shores, and probably also establish more overseas
bases,” he added. But, while it will continue to aggressively defend its own territorial
claims, “it will likely act cautiously abroad and will not engage in overseas constabulary
missions such as those carried out by the US military in Iraq or Afghanistan for example.”
// Source: Hong Kong Free Press, 1 November 2017,
https://www.hongkongfp.com/2017/11/01/china-aims-world-class-army-2050-asia-starts-

worry/
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Xi Jinping’s visit to Hanoi sought maintaining stability over the South China Sea
disputes

Arriving in Hanoi after attending the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit (APEC) in Da
Nang, Xi Jinping met with Nguyen Phu Trong, the current General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Vietnam, to discuss the China-Vietnam relations and maritime issues on
12 November. On 13 November, a joint statement was issued saying that a consensus has
been reached over the disputed areas in the South China Sea. As an effort to enhance the
bilateral relations, a series of deals amounting to US$1.94 billion were signed before and
during Xi’s official visit, including agreements on e-commerce cooperation and building a
border trade zone. Other than the joint statement and cooperation pacts, Xi moreover
referenced the shared revolutionary history of China and Vietnam (two of the five remaining
communist states in the world) as well as China’s support for Ho Chi Minh against the US
during the Vietnam War. These diplomatic exchanges between the two countries are seen
to reflect, on the one hand, Beijing’s growing concern over Hanoi’s increasingly close
relations with the US and, on the other, Hanoi’s ambition to benefit from China’s Belt and
Road initiative, despite of Vietnamese residents’ growing disdain for China’s economic
control over the region in recent years.
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Leading Australian publisher delayed publication of prominent professor’s
book for fear of the Chinese government

The publication of Silent Invasion: How China is Turning Australia into a Puppet State — a
book by Clive Hamilton, a prominent professor at Charles Sturt University, examining the
Chinese Communist Party's activities in Australia was pulled by the leading Australian
publisher Allen & Unwin in early November. According to an email by the publisher where
the author has published eight previous books, the decision to delay publication was made
due to “potential threats to the book and the company from possible action by Beijing”,
despite the book has gone through several rounds of significant editing by lawyers. Seeing
this as “a watershed in the debate over China’s suppression of free speech”, Hamilton
pointed out that it was “the first instance where a major Western publisher has decided to



censor material of the Chinese Communist Party in its home country”. Having requested the
Allen & Unwin to return his rights, Hamilton is currently seeking other potential publishers
to bring his book into publication. The episode came after a recent series of self-censorship
in global academic publishing such as the University of Cambridge journal China Quarterly
and the German publishing house Springer Nature (home to Springer and Palgrave
Macmillan) who removed access to their articles containing politically sensitive topics from
readers in China.

//While Australian publishers routinely deal with legal threats or court action from
individuals named in books, it is exceptionally rare that a perceived threat from a foreign
power prevents or delays publication. It raises serious questions about academic freedom
and free speech in Australia. "I'm not aware of any other instance in Australian history
where a foreign power has stopped publication of a book that criticises it," Dr Hamilton said.
"The reason they've decided not to publish this book is the very reason the book needs to
be published." He was concerned that a perceived and vexatious threat, rather than an
actual or justified legal action, had prompted the decision to ditch the book. [...] The book
by Dr Hamilton, who has published eight previous books with Allen & Unwin and has
received an Order of Australia for his contribution to public debate, examines evidence that
suggests various Chinese Communist Party agencies are seeking to extend Beijing's
influence in Australia for strategic and political gains. While such activity is carried out by
other states, elements of Beijing's influence campaign are clandestine or highly opaque.
According to media investigations and warnings from spy agency ASIO, these efforts are
targeted at Australian politicians and academics. In response, the Turnbull government
has plans to legislate to counter Beijing-linked influence operations by introducing new
offences prohibiting foreign interference. // Source: Western Advocate, 13 November
2017, http://www.westernadvocate.com.au/story/5050824/china-book-pulled-over-fear-of-

legal-threats/

// Media attention and academic outrage have again spread relatively quickly. Yet
something is different this time around. By this point in the Cambridge controversy, six days
after the news broke, the press had already reversed its initial cowardly decision. There is
no sign that Springer Nature is about to experience any such change of heart. In its most
recent statement, Springer again emphasized that it is simply abiding by “China’s
regulatory requirements”. And on Saturday, Chinese state media announced a new
“strategic partnership” between Springer and Chinese IT censorship and monitoring giant
Tencent, purportedly to encourage scientific innovation. [...] One possibility that | have
considered is elitism. The idea that the prestigious (and imminently prestigious sounding)
Cambridge University Press is censoring content, and particularly focusing its censorship
efforts on its top-ranked China Quarterly, easily begets outrage. [...] If none of the factors
above can explain the different courses of the two censorship scandals, another more
distressing explanation, and a possibility that | have come to consider increasingly likely in
recent days, is that these types of attacks on academic freedom for access to the China
market could gradually become the new normal for all of us: shocking the first time, but
gradually something to which we will all grow accustomed. // Source: China Policy Institute,
8 November 2017, https://cpianalysis.org/2017/11/08/a-tale-of-two-publishers-is-
censorship-the-new-normal/




Hong Kong

Blue House received UNESCQO’s Award of Excellence for heritage preservation

Being one of the few remaining balcony-type tenement buildings in Hong Kong, Blue House
won the highest award in this year’s UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage
Conservation. Symbolizing the working-class community in Wan Chai, the block of tong lau
(FF1%) named after its distinctive color has been operating as a shophouse block in the last
95 years. Although Blue House was once threatened with demolition and wholesale
redevelopment, it was safeguarded by an inclusive, grassroots advocacy alliance comprised
of tenants, social workers, and other preservation specialists. The jury wrote in a citation,
“This unprecedented civic effort to protect marginalized local heritage in one of the world’s
most high-pressure real estate markets is an inspiration for other embattled urban districts
in the region and beyond”. Unique in the history of urban renewal in Hong Kong, many
residents of the building, with the support by St James' Settlement — a charitable
organization selected to oversee the redevelopment project, stayed on-site during the
construction process and maintained their community networks. As a result of this
internationally acclaimed success, Blue House is expected to become a model to encourage
civil society-led, bottom-up urban revitalization projects in the future.
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// The cluster was one of the projects under a government scheme revitalising historic
buildings launched in 2009. A spokesman from the Commissioner for Heritage’s Office under
the Development Bureau said the award not only encouraged and recognised its heritage
conservation efforts, but demonstrated that “a local level of revitalisation of government
historic buildings can also be internationally recognised”. St James' Settlement, a charity,
was selected to redevelop the site with a government grant of HK$76 million. A charity
spokeswoman said the group was “deeply honoured” and “extremely surprised to get the
award”. “The whole process was made possible through a bottom-up approach, planning
and participation, focusing on the residents and their rights. This proves that a
conservation approach to retain the building and its people can work and is worth
encouraging despite the city’s rapid development and gentrification.” She added the
charity hoped its experience could “become a reference for others in Hong Kong that
development isn’t the only option”. // Source: South China Morning Post, 1 November 2017,
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/community/article/2117982/hong-kongs-historic-
blue-house-wins-unescos-highest

China inserted a new national anthem law into Hong Kong’s mini-constitution

Soon after China has recently passed a new law that punishes people who disrespect the
national anthem (“March of the Volunteers”) to 15 days of administrative detention and
three years of imprisonment, the National People’s Congress Standing Committee has
formally inserted the law into an annex of Hong Kong’s Basic Law. While the Chief Executive
Carrie Lam has publicly declared that the “legislation does not carry any particular scope for
politicization”, pan-democrat legislators have warned that the law would undermine Hong
Kong’s freedom of expression under the “one country, two systems” framework. In the
absence of a public consultation, they have moreover requested guidelines concerning law
enforcement. Legislator Tanya Chan is worried that “Hong Kong schools could become like
those in China, where students are gathered every day to sing the anthem and salute the
national flag”. Nevertheless, legal practitioners, such as Dennis Kwok, have pointed out that
much of the law would be difficult to implement in Hong Kong where 15 days of
administrative detention is non-existent in the common law system. The public debate in
Hong Kong over the need and possibility of a national anthem law started in 2015, when
Hong Kong football fans booed the national anthem during a World Cup qualifier and
subsequent footfall matches where the national anthem was played.
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https://theinitium.com/article/20171110-evening-brief/

Taiwan

Taiwan’s Cabinet proposed draft amendments to the five-day workweek law

The Cabinet under Tsai’s administration has recently proposed for a revision of the Labor
Standards Act (25 E3L#E)E) that was implemented on 1 January this year. Known publicly
as Yili Yixiu (—{5—1{K, one fixed day off and one flexible rest day), the working day reform
policy guarantees workers to get two days of leave in every seven days, including one fixed
day of mandatory holiday and one optional rest day. After almost a year of observation,
employers and workers alike — especially those in small businesses and in the travel and
transportation industries, however, have complained that the policy was too rigid and
allowed little flexibility. In response to their concerns, the amendments would change the
maximum consecutive working days from seven to 12, and maximum overtime hours from
46 to 54 per month (but limited to 138 hours every three months). It would also allow
workers to accumulate unused leave for up to a year. Although the proposal is generally
welcomed by much of the Taiwanese population (66.6%) as shown in a recent opinion poll,
a number of labor rights groups and politicians have, however, criticized the amendments
for allowing big businesses to exploit employees by requesting them to work longer
overtime hours.
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