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NO HARASSMENT

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/09/china-women-break-silence-
harassment-metoo-woyeshi

Mainland China

#MeToo campaign reaches China, inspiring thousands of women to stand up
against sexual harassment

Although the #MeToo anti-sexual harassment campaign has been spreading the world
through the circulation of the two-word hashtag on social media since October 2017, it has
not reached China until very recently. On 8 January 2018, Luo Xixi, a former student at
Beijing’s Beihang University in 20002004 and now a US resident, has posted a statement
with #MeToo on Weibo to accuse Chen Xiaowu, her former professor, for sexual
harassment 14 years ago. Resulting from Luo’s statement, Beihang University has now
suspended Chen as well as set up a unit to investigate the case. Inspired by Luo’s
courageous act that went viral on the internet, college students from more than 30 Chinese
universities have signed public petition letters demanding their university heads to
“organize a special training on sexual harassment for all faculty and students, conduct an
anonymous survey on sexual harassment among students every semester, set up a channel
for students to report misconduct, and specify a person overseeing the issue” (The
Diplomat, 10 January 2018). And subsequently, more and more women across the country
have shared their experiences of sexual harassment, quickly localizing the #MeToo
movement into #WoYeShi ( or #F;t /£). Despite the public support for the campaign from
academics, journalists, and activists, the campaign nevertheless faced state crackdowns
which have censored certain contents posted by victims on social media.



// In October, Chinese state media crowed over the Harvey Weinstein case, arguing that
Chinese culture is superior to Western culture, that harassment doesn’t happen here
because men are taught to “protect” women, and that the authorities deal harshly with
those who misbehave. The reality is quite different. Powerful perpetrators are habitually
protected by the Chinese state, Ye said, while women’s rights groups are treated with
suspicion by the Communist Party, branded as agents of foreign interference. “As long as
the Communist Party remains in power, it’s arguable China will never be ready for a
#MeToo movement,” said Leta Hong Fincher, author of the forthcoming book “Betraying Big
Brother: The Feminist Awakening in China.” Abroad, the #MeToo movement has led to the
downfall of many prominent men, including politicians. That’s bound to make Chinese
leaders nervous, said Fincher. Not only have some women’s posts been censored on social
media, but there has been none of the in-depth, investigative reporting by news media of
the kind that brought down Weinstein in the United States. “There’s no press freedom in
China, and there’s no rule of law, so it’s extremely difficult for victims of sexual
harassment to find justice of any kind,” Fincher said. // Source: The Washington Post, 9
January 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia pacific/chinese-women-
reveal-sexual-harassment-but-metoo-movement-struggles-for-air/2018/01/08/ac591c26-
cc0d-4d5a-b2ca-d14a7f763fe0 story.html?utm term=.9fd246ebe8f9
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China in the process of building the world’s biggest DNA database, critics
concern about the violation of people’s privacy

According to the Wall Street Journal — which claims to have examined police documents
across the country, China is in the process of building the world’s biggest DNA database and
aiming to increase the number of profiles from the current 54 to 100 million by 2020.
Characterized by the state as procedures of crime-solving and fighting, mass screenings



have been conducted in different parts of the country targeting people who did not commit
any crimes but are considered a risk to social stability such as migrant workers and coal
miners. Moreover, “DNA saliva swabs or blood samples are routinely gathered from people
detained for violations such as forgetting to carry identity cards or writing blogs critical of
the state” (Wall Street Journal, 27 December 2017). And “[i]n parts of the country, law
enforcement has stored DNA profiles with a subject's other biometric information, including
fingerprints, portraits and voice prints” (Ibid). Compared to countries like the US where its
DNA database does not grow so rapidly since collection is limited to people who have
committed serious crimes, China does not have laws that regulate DNA collection outside of
criminal investigation. According to Human Rights Watch, the DNA of 14 million residents in
Xinjiang have been collected though medical check-ups since 2016; hence, critics have
warned against such data collection as it would violate people’s privacy.
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// Authorities in China have engaged in a major push to collect DNA information for years,
with the Ministry of Public Security saying in 2015 its database was already the world's
largest, with some 44 million entries, according to Chinese academics. An HRW report
earlier this year said DNA data is collected indiscriminately, in the name of "solving crimes,"
with few safeguards to protect citizens' privacy. Judges in other jurisdictions have expressed
concerns at this type of broad biometric data collection, with the European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) ruling in 2008 the retention of fingerprints and DNA from people acquitted of
crimes breached their right to privacy. The UN has also warned DNA databases can "raise
human rights concerns, including potential misuse of government surveillance (for example,
identification of relatives and non-paternity) and the risk of miscarriages of justice." Nor will
the collection of this data necessarily help the authorities' stated goals of reducing crime
and religious extremism, according to Richardson. "Chinese authorities seem to think they
can achieve 'social stability' by placing people under a microscope, but these abusive
programs are more likely to deepen hostility towards the government," she said. // Source:
CNN, 12 December 2017, http://edition.cnn.com/2017/12/12/asia/china-xinjiang-
dna/index.html
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Surplus in China’s pension funds will likely turn into a deficit by 2022

A report by the Chinese Academy of Social Science indicates that the surplus in China’s
pension funds will likely turn into a deficit by 2022. According to the China Aged Care Fund
Actuarial Report (2018-2022) (R E #FZ £ E R4 2018-2022) that was released on 3
January 2018, while there will be one out of every five people who do not pay for an
endowment policy in 2018, the figure will rise to one in every four by 2022. Subsequently,
the average number of payers supporting one retiree will fall from 2.56 in 2018 to under 2
in 2022, since the endowment funds cannot generate enough revenue to meet the
expenditures. The people who are currently not participating in the insurance scheme are
mostly migrant workers and workers who are flexibly employed and involved in new
emerging industries (e.g. internet). According to Fang Lianquan, chief secretary of the World
Social Welfare Research Centre at the Academy, “Our country’s basic endowment insurance
has grown at a rate of over 10% for the past ten years, yet in the next five years the growth
rate will be under 5%” (China Banking News, 4 January 2018). And as a result, “Growth in
aged care funds could fall from between 10 — 20% to under 10% in the next five years, as
the pace of expansion declines while growth in wages also slows” (ibid). Other than China’s
slower economic growth in recent years, the disparity in pension funds’ performance among
different regions is also highlighted in the report as a major problem to be tackled. Because,
while provinces mostly located in the north such as Heilongjiang, Liaoning, and Jilin are
facing the risk of having a negative balance, the funds in Beijing, Guangdong, Jiangsu,
Zhejiang, and Shandong have continued to grow.
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// The report also highlights increasing regional disparities in the performance of China’s
pension funds, with the funds of some provinces on the verge of bankruptcy. “The disparity
in the total fund balance for the provinces is even more pronounced, and structural
contradictions are becoming more evidence,” said Fang. “In cities and provinces such as
Guangdong and Beijing the size of funds continues to increase, while in the provinces of the
north-east and the north-west the risk of balance exhaustion has increased.” In order to
address this risk, the report proposes the establishment of a central fund which will
appropriately supplement basic endowment insurance funds when necessary, as well as
the linking of the payment levels, payment terms ands full career salary earnings of
insurers, and the establishment of indexed adjustment mechanisms for post-retirement
pensions. The report also advocates the adjustment of pension fund revenues and
expenditures when appropriate, based on population and socio-economic shifts. [...] With
respect to “expanding sources” Tang said that a key measure would be improving and
expanding the investment operations of Chinese pension funds — a trend that Beijing has
driven over the past several years. // Source: China Banking News, 4 January 2018,
http://www.chinabankingnews.com/2018/01/04/think-tank-warns-impending-chinese-
pension-dilemma/

Shanghai’s masterplan sets population limit to 25 million by 2035 in hope of
curbing “big city disease” and playing a greater role in the Belt and Road
Initiative




On 25 December 2017, the State Council has released a statement on its website to approve
Shanghai’s masterplan for 2017-2035. Following Beijing’s plan to cap its population size to
23 million by 2020, Shanghai is similarly setting a target of 25 million by 2035, as an attempt
to curb the so-called big city disease, which, as defined by state media, arises “when a
megacity becomes plagued with environmental pollution, traffic congestion and a shortage
of public services, including education and medical care” (Guardian, 26 December 2017).
Furthermore, the city aims to play a greater role in the nation’s Belt and Road Initiative as
well as better integrate into the Yangtze River Delta city cluster. As a matter of fact, with a
current population of over 24 million, Shanghai will need to strictly control its population
growth in the next 17 years in order to meet its target. Critics are sceptical about the plan’s
feasibility, considering Shanghai has largely depended on migrant workers to maintain its
status as China’s financial hub. For example, Chen Youhua, a sociologist at Nanjing
University, suggests that “curbing the population is unimaginable” since it would severely
affect the city’s prospect. Contrary to the critics’ scepticism, Zhang Chewei, a demographer
at Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, wrote that Shanghai’s population will eventually
stabilize because the city is becoming less attractive to migrant workers since its economy is
slowing down and the income gap between regions is shrinking.
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The People’s Armed Police became a division under the Central Military
Commission from 1 January 2018

Shortly after the Central Military Commission has added a new guideline to command its
military force to pledge absolute loyalty to President Xi Jinping —who is now the chairman
of the Commission — since October 2017, the Community Party has furthermore taken full
control over the People’s Armed Police (PAP) since 1 January 2018. While the PAP was
previously operated under the dual leadership of the State Council and the Central Military
Commission, it has now become a division under the Central Military Commission only.
"[N]oting how the president inherited a corrupt and increasingly independent-minded
military when he came to power in 2012" (Financial Times, 11 January 2018), observers
have suggested that such move has further secured and centralized Xi’s power as well as
given him a strong grip over the military force. Indeed, "the military's command structure
has been targeted in an aggressive anti-corruption purge" (ibid), during which high-profile
vice-generals under the Commission were prosecuted and even sentenced to life
imprisonment. According to the South China Morning Post, “[t]he changes have included the
replacement of top military brass with Xi loyalists. Analysts said the latest consolidation
could have arisen from anxiety over the potential use of the police force to stage a coup”.
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// “Maintaining discipline is the major goal, as well as heightening the loyalty to Xi.
Everyone with a weapon has to be utterly loyal to Xi and the party,” said Liu Bojian, a
researcher at the East Asian Institute of the National University of Singapore. “It’s a
consistent process of power centralisation in the military.” In a sign of this centralisation,
the PAP, whose mission is to quell civil disturbances and protests, transferred on January 1
to Communist party control. Late last year its 1.5m members lauded Mr Xi with the song “Be
a good soldier for Chairman Xi” — mirroring a similar tune once sung about revolutionary
leader Mao Zedong. [...] As part of this, the military’s command structure has been
targeted in an aggressive anti-corruption purge. Among the first high-profile targets were
Xu Caihou and Guo Boxiong, two former vice-generals under China’s central military
commission, which oversees the People’s Liberation Army. “The army is the gun, the police
is the knife. [Xi] wants personal and highly concentrated control over the gun and the knife,”



said Willy Lam, professor of politics at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. “There’s still a
lot of Xu and Guo faction members in the PLA, and Xi Jinping does not feel very secure.
That’s why he is pulling out all the stops to show he is firm control.”// Source: Financial
Times, 11 January 2018, https://www.ft.com/content/72a64aec-f698-11e7-88f7-
5465a6¢ce1a00
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Report summarizes the first four years of China’s eight-year poverty reduction
plan

The Chinese Academy of Social Sciences has recently released its Blue Book of Poverty
Reduction: Annual Report on Poverty Reduction (2017) (X Z BB - HEKEHLIRE

(2017) ) which provides an overview of the first four years (2012-2016) of the eight-year
state-run poverty reduction plan (2012—-2020). Despite being in an unfavorable economic
environment, the report praises the country for having alleviated more than 55 million
people out of poverty in the last four years. While attributing the success to China’s
effective management over the last 30 years, the report nevertheless states the challenges
that China will face in the next four years. For example, while there is a total of 28 counties
and districts having been officially removed, through legal procedures, from the country’s
list of poverty-stricken counties ([E 2 2% 72 [Fl) by the year of 2016, there are still 804 left on
the list to eliminate in order to meet the plan’s target by 2020.
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Hong Kong

The shocking death of a five-year-old girl calls attention to the severity of child
abuse cases in Hong Kong

On 6 January 2017, a five-year-old girl covered in bruises and infected wounds — some as big
as 10cm across — was certified death shortly after arriving Tuen Mun Hospital unconscious.
On 9 January 2017, the court revealed that her eight-year-old brother has also been
severely abused by their father, a 26-year-old transport worker, and stepmother, a 27-year-
old housewife, who are currently facing a murder charge. According to the prosecutor after
having interviewed the diseased girl’s brother and her seven-year-old half-sister, the two



children were abused daily by their parents who have beaten them with canes, smacked
their faces with slippers, and poked their chests with scissors. The two children were not
given enough food and were made to sleep on the living room floor. On the day before her
death, the girl was hurled into the air, causing her head to hit the ceiling a dozen times.
Soon after the incident was exposed on local media, the public has accused schools the
siblings attended for not adequately following up despite the children appeared abused and
malnourished. Representatives from the Hong Kong Social Workers’” General Union, and the
Hong Kong Aided Primary School Heads Association have requested the Hong Kong
government for more training as well as a clearer guideline for school practitioners to deal
with cases of family violence. The shocking death of the girl has called public attention to
the severity of child abuse cases in Hong Kong. While there were 892 reported cases of
abuse against children in 2016, social welfare workers have argued that such figure only
represents the tip of an iceberg. According to the South China Morning Post, “A study by the
University of Hong Kong from a decade ago estimated that about 70,000 children were
subject to “severe violence” through corporal punishment by their parents each year, and
these cases of abuse were almost always unreported”.

// A walk through a housing estate in Yuen Long reveals the stress factors that social
workers say can turn people into real-life monsters towards children. These include
poverty, estranged relationships, living in close quarters with others in subdivided flats,
for instance, and, for new immigrants, the struggle to adapt to life in Hong Kong. Lee Yu-
po, service manager at child protection group Against Child Abuse, said the districts with
higher numbers of child abuse cases have more low-income families, and their living
conditions would definitely make them more stressed out. “Many live in cubicle
apartments ... they might not be able to rest properly and the tight living space could also
result in more family conflicts.” She added that the other kinds of cases her group handles —
including family violence — were also prevalent in poorer districts, with the addition of Wong
Tai Sin and Sham Shui Po. [...] Fung, who is from the city’s Social Workers’ General Union’s
concern group on primary school guidance services, said the districts with more cases of
reported abuse tended to have a higher immigrant population — including those from the
mainland who might be poorer and less educated. “Some new immigrants tend to have a
more traditional Chinese mindset, thinking that beating a child is part of their upbringing,”
he said. Lawmaker Fernando Cheung Chiu-hung, who chairs the Legislative Council’s
Subcommittee on Children’s Rights, said other traits of abusers included drug abuse, mental
health problems, having undergone a teenage pregnancy and having a history of being
abused. New immigrants, he said, were at risk as they had weaker family networks and
lacked support. // Source: South China Morning Post, 15 January 2018,
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-crime/article/2128210/when-care-turns-
cruelty-hong-kong-most-child-abuse-victims
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Source: https://thein.itium.com/a rticle/20180113-labor-standards-act-taiwan/

Taiwan

Revisions to the Labor Standards Act sparked labor protests; civil society
groups seek to organize a referendum in hope of appealing the amendments

The Taiwan Legislature has recently passed controversial amendments to the Labor
Standards Act, prompting for a more flexible work rule than the five-day work week that
was passed by the Kuomintang government in May 2015. The reformed policy has changed
1) the maximum consecutive working days from seven to 12; 2) the hours of rest in between
work shifts from 11 to eight; and 3) the allowed overtime hours per month from 46 to 54
(but capped at 138 hours over a three-month period). In the days preceding to the passage
of the amendments on 10 January 2018, thousands of people, many of them laborers, have
marched on the street protesting against the law enforcement since it would worsen their
working conditions. Subsequently, on 12 January, the Social Democratic Party has met with
other civil society groups such as the Taiwan Alliance for Advancement of Youth Rights and
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Welfare, Tainan Sprout, and Taiwan Pioneer Labor Association in hope of organizing a
referendum to appeal the amendments. While the people who opposed the amendments
were most concerned about their unfavorable working conditions, and the fact that the
amendments would benefit employers who are now able to request employees to work
longer hours, Premier and representative of the amendment Lai Ching-te has, however,
“insisted that the proposal benefits not only employers but also employees, because
employees need more hours to work to make ends meet” (Focus Taiwan, 10 January 2018).
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[384 | —=, B2 [hAEER] EHFhETEZA. // Source: Initium, 13 January
2018, https://theinitium.com/article/20180113-labor-standards-act-taiwan/

// Chen Hsin-hsing (BE{=77), a member of the Taiwan Higher Education Union and one of
the protest’s organizers, told The News Lens by phone that he, along with other unions,
hoped to raise awareness of labor rights in the long-term through their protests and to
create a stronger structure for union organizations. He said that 93 percent of labor
workers in Taiwan are not affiliated with labor unions. Labor activists understand that
relying solely on the government to protect labor rights is unfeasible, he said, adding,
“Only having unions in place will allow more protections for workers.” Chen also said that
they hoped the government would revise the act to its form prior before the Tsai
administration, specifically returning the seven national holidays that they had removed in a
previous revision of the LSA. A protester surnamed Chang said in his field of work in the
internet communications industry, there are no union groups that could negotiate terms
with employers. “All terms are decided by the employers,” he said, adding that under
such conditions, workers are more likely to be asked to work overtime. The amendment
that was the biggest problem in his field of work is the relaxation of resting time between
shifts. Chang said that he would not be able to rest enough between shifts, especially
during periods where workers are burdened by writing proposals, hosting events or
making shipments. If revisions to the rule that mandates one day off in any seven-day
period are made, he said it was likely that the time frame of working under such conditions
would be exacerbated. // Source: The News Lens, 9 January 2018,
https://international.thenewslens.com/article/87245
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